/'

D KENT

Safeguarding Statement — Kent Equine Facilitated Learning EQUINE
Cic 8‘{( FACILITATED

LEARNING
Kent Equine Facilitated Learning CIC is fully committed to

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young
people, families, and vulnerable adults. We recognise our duty of care and our legal
responsibilities under the Children Act 1989 & 2004, Working Together to Safeguard
Children, and the statutory guidance for schools and alternative provision.
Safeguarding is central to everything we do — across equine-assisted learning,
equine-assisted therapy, family support, group programmes, and community engagement.
1. Our Commitment
We ensure that:
e The safety, wellbeing, and dignity of every participant is our highest priority.
o All staff, volunteers, and practitioners follow our safeguarding policies and statutory
guidance.
¢ All team members hold enhanced DBS checks and complete regular safeguarding
training.
e Concerns are responded to promptly, professionally, and in partnership with
relevant agencies.
e Our equine environment is managed safely, with risk assessments and
welfare-focused practice.
o Confidentiality is respected in line with UK GDPR and safeguarding legislation.
e Professional boundaries are maintained at all times.
2. Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)
Michelle Budd — Director & CEO Email: info@kentequine.org.uk (You can replace this with a
safeguarding-specific email if preferred.)
The DSL oversees safeguarding practice, staff training, incident management, and liaison
with external agencies.
3. Reporting Concerns
If you have a safeguarding concern relating to a child, young person, family member, adult,
or staff member involved with Kent Equine CIC, please contact us immediately.
We will:
o listen carefully
e take concerns seriously
e actin line with statutory guidance
e record and report appropriately
o work with schools, social workers, and safeguarding partners as required
4. Escalation Routes
If someone is at immediate risk, call 999.
If you need to escalate a concern beyond Kent Equine CIC, you may contact:
¢ Kent County Council Children’s Services
¢ Kent Safeguarding Children Multi-Agency Partnership (KSCMP)
¢ Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) — for concerns about staff or volunteers
¢ Police (non-emergency: 101)
We will support you through this process.
5. Professional Standards
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practitioners with recognised training. Equine-assisted learning &{( FACILITATED
is delivered by trained facilitators using trauma-informed, LEARNING
child-centred practice.
We maintain:

e clear professional boundaries

o safe equine handling and welfare standards

e robust risk assessments

o regular supervision and reflective practice

e compliance with UK GDPR and confidentiality requirements
6. Policies and Procedures
Our safeguarding policy, code of conduct, complaints procedure, and risk assessments are
available on request and provided to schools, commissioners, and referring agencies.
Footer-Ready Short Version
If you want a concise version for your website footer:
Kent Equine Facilitated Learning CIC is committed to safeguarding children, young people,
families, and vulnerable adults. All staff follow our safeguarding policies and statutory
guidance. Safequarding concerns can be reported to our Designated Safeguarding Lead at
info@kentequine.org.uk.




