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Public Safety Statement: Standards for Safe Equine-Assisted 
Services 
At Kent Equine Facilitated Learning CIC, the safety and 
wellbeing of children, young people, families, and horses is our 
highest priority. Because of this, we only work with regulated, 
professionally recognised qualifications and we expect all equine-assisted providers to 
meet the same standards. 
 
In recent years, a number of low-cost online certificates have appeared, often costing £75–
£150 and marketed as “equine therapy qualifications.” These courses are not regulated, not 
accredited, and not recognised by UK safeguarding bodies, insurers, schools, social care, or 
mental health organisations. They do not include supervised practice, equine handling 
assessment, safeguarding training, or clinical competency. 
For clarity: 
 
A £75 online certificate does not qualify someone to deliver equine therapy or 
equine-assisted learning. 
Equine-assisted work is a specialist field that requires: 

• recognised therapeutic qualifications (for equine-assisted therapy) 
• accredited equine-assisted training (LEAP, IFEEL, EAGALA, Athena Herd, 

HEIR-recognised) 
• safeguarding and child protection training 
• professional supervision 
• appropriate insurance 
• equine behaviour and welfare competence 
• trauma-informed practice 
• safe facilities and land management 
• compliance with local authority licensing 
•  

Licensing Requirement: Licence to Exhibit Animals 
Any organisation offering equine-assisted sessions to the public — including therapy, 
learning, education, demonstrations, or events — must hold a valid Licence to Exhibit 
Animals issued by their local council under the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities 
Involving Animals) Regulations 2018. 
This licence confirms: 

• the horses are kept to welfare standards 
• the site meets safety requirements 
• staff are competent 
• risk assessments are in place 
• the organisation is legally permitted to operate 

Families, schools, and commissioners should always ask to see this licence before engaging 
with any equine-assisted provider. 
 
What People Should Ask for Before Booking 
To keep children, families, adults (staff and clients) and horses safe, we encourage everyone 
to request the following documents from any equine-assisted organisation: 
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1. Professional Qualifications 
• Therapist qualification (for therapy) 
• Accredited equine-assisted training (LEAP, IFEEL, 

EAGALA, Athena Herd, HEIR-recognised) 
2. Safeguarding Documentation 

• Enhanced DBS 
• Child safeguarding training 
• Adult safeguarding training 
• Safeguarding policy 
• Reporting procedures 

3. Insurance 
• Public liability 
• Professional indemnity 
• Employer’s liability 
• Specific equine-assisted therapy/learning cover 

4. Policies 
• Risk assessments 
• Health & safety 
• Equine welfare policy 
• Incident reporting 
• Lone-working policy 
• Confidentiality & boundaries 
• GDPR compliance 

5. Site Safety 
• Land management plans 
• Arena/sand school maintenance 
• Field safety 
• Emergency procedures 

6. Licence to Exhibit Animals 
• Valid, current licence from the local council 
• Displayed or available on request 
•  

If a provider cannot supply these documents, they are not operating safely or legally. 
Our Commitment 
Kent Equine Facilitated Learning CIC only works with what we know is safe, ethical, and 
professionally recognised. We uphold the highest standards of safeguarding, equine 
welfare, professional training, and legal compliance. 
This protects: 

• children 
• families 
• horses 
• staff 
• commissioners 
• the integrity of equine-assisted work in the UK 
•  

If you have questions about qualifications, licensing, or professional standards, please 
contact us directly. 
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